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BioNJ’s Mission 
BioNJ, The Gateway to Health, 
comprised of 400 Member 
Investors representing research-
based life sciences companies 
and stakeholders.  
 
Because Patients Can’t Wait®,  
we are dedicated to propelling 
the rich innovation ecosystem 
in the New Jersey region to 
stimulate and support 
innovation, improve and save 
lives and lower the hurdles of 
healthcare advancements for 
society.  
	



Our Vision 
 

New Jersey is a robust 
ecosystem where: 

 •  Science is Supported 

•  Companies are Created 

•  Drugs are Developed 

•  Patients are Paramount 





New Jersey – The BioNovation Ecosystem 

Select Biopharmas in NJ 
Source: BioNJ 

State employment profile  
§  23.3% Medicinal and Botanical 

manufacturing 
§  9.8% Pharma preparation manufacturing 
§  6.4% Biotech 

Biopharmaceutical profile 
§  14 of top 20 

Biopharmaceutical companies 
§  400+ Biotech companies 
§  3,100 Life Sciences and 

Biopharma establishments 

Clinical development profile 
§  2,000+ open and active clinical 

trials 
§  >130 Clinical trial sites 

Impacts - People and Workforce  
§  Highest concentration of scientists and 

engineers in the world: 225,000 
§  22,000 Life sciences graduates annually 
§  #2 in Industry R&D investment 
§  #2 in Biochemists and Biophysicists 
§  #2 in Chemists 

Impacts - Products and Economic Activity 
§  $30.1B annual expenditures  
–  incl. $6.5B vendor spending (85% Central, No. 

NJ) 
§  40% of new NME/BLA and device FDA-

approvals in 2014 have NJ ties 

#1 in GDP/mi2 ($58mm)  
§  38% more than #2 
§  Global leader in biopharma commercial development 



BioPharma in New Jersey 

´ Advaxis 

´ Amarin Pharma 

´ Amicus Therapeutics 

´ BioAegis Therapeutics 

´ Celgene 

´ Celsion 

´ Chromocell 

´ Clinical Genomics 

´ Insmed 

´ Ipsen 

´ Macroceutics 

´ Nevakar 

´ Pearl Therapeutics 

´ PTC Therapeutics 

´ Soligenix 

´ VaxInnate  



•  NJ Economic Development Authority 
•  Commercialization Center for Innovative 

Technologies  

•  NJ Innovation Institute (NJIT)  
•  Enterprise Development Center 

•  NJ Business Incubation Network   

 Biotechnology Incubators in NJ 



Resumes 

´ There is no single strategy to creating a 
resume 

´ Experts will provide contradictory 
advice. Choose what’s best for you. 

´ Recruiters spend seconds reading 
resumes, so do not overthink creating 
one. 

´   There is no such thing as a perfect 
resume 



Things > Resumes 

´ Social Networking – Over 90% of recruitment now done 
via LinkedIn 

´ Personal Network – 40% of new hires come from referrals 

´ Communication – Look for opportunities to get seen by 
the right people 
´ Public Speaking 

´ Networking Events 

´ Alumni Programs 



Resume Best Practices 

´  Add external links to LI Profile, Online Publications 

´  Add keywords that will be captured by online 
searches 

´  Detail achievements 

´  Identify best fit for the job at the top 

´  Location, Location, Location 



Interviewing 

Review Review the job description to stay on message 

Prepare Prepare talking points targeted to the job 

Study Study the company 

Research Research the interviewer(s)  

Plan Plan your strategy 



Networking Ice Breakers 

´ What is the activity like in Company X? 

´ How did you get involved in Company X? 

´ Are there professional groups or networking events you 
recommend? 

´ What advice would offer someone starting out? 

´ Any recommendations for people or resources to connect 
with or follow? 



LinkedIn – Career Analysis 

´  Identify those with right connections 

´ Connect to get business and job intel 

´ Expand your network 



Greater Interaction, Better Analytics 



Company Search 



Job Search 



Identify Job-to-People Connection 



Groups 

BioNJ Talent Services 

Young Professionals in Healthcare 

NJ/NY/PA Biotech Professionals 
Networking Group 

Association for Women in Science 



External 
Resources 

BioNJ.org 

BioNJTalentNetwork.org 

BIO.org 

NJEDA 

FiercePharma / FierceBiotech 

The First 90 Days – Michael Watkins 



Thank You – Contact Info 

Matthew Alcalde,  
Director of Talent Services at BioNJ 

Email: MAlcalde@BioNJ.org  

Phone: 973-617-7989 


