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Biography 

 
Dr. Madalina Ciobanu has expertise in the areas of analytical and bio-analytical chemistry, 
electrochemistry, surface modification, corrosion, geochemistry, scanning electrochemical microscopy, 
photovoltaics, biosensors, biotechnology, microfluidics, metabolomics, biochemistry, translational 
medicine, molecular biology, cancer biology, polymer chemistry, synthetic organic chemistry, and 
chemical engineering. 
 
Prior to joining the firm, Dr. Ciobanu was a research associate in the Division of Medical Oncology at the 
University of Colorado Denver. Specifically, her researched focused on investigating the mechanism of 
action of a combination of mTOR and HSP90 inhibitors in pancreatic cancer. Dr. Ciobanu was also a 
Research Assistant Professor at Vanderbilt University in the Department of Chemistry. At Vanderbilt, her 
research spanned a multitude of projects, such as studying live cells and live pancreatic islets 
metabolomics via multianalyte microphysiometry; utilizing scanning electrochemical microscopy for 
exploring the metabolism of single live cells, single live pancreatic islets, and electron transfer proteins 
assembled on inorganic substrates with the purpose of building photovoltaic devices; and investigating the 
mechanism of pyrite oxidation and of C8-arylamine adducts of 2’-deoxyguanosine oxidation by 
electrochemical means. As a graduate student, Dr. Ciobanu designed miniaturized reference electrodes 
based on Ag/AgiX internal reference elements enclosed in hydrogels, and optimized the polymer/hydrogel 
composition for long term stability of the electrodes. Dr. Ciobanu received the high distinction of being 
named the Valedictorian (Highest GPA) of her 1996 graduating undergraduate class, won scientific poster 
competitions during her graduate studies and postdoctoral years, and received travel awards for attending 
international conferences. Dr. Ciobanu speaks fluent English as well as Romanian. 
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Ph.D., Analytical Chemistry, 2002 
The University of Memphis, Memphis, TN 
B.Ch.E., Chemical Engineering, 1996 
Politehnica University, Bucharest, Romania 
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Mr. Harris practices all aspects of intellectual property, with a specialization in patent law. His patent practice 
expertise includes invalidity opinions, non-infringement opinions, freedom to operate opinions, domestic and 
foreign patent preparation and prosecution, and client counseling related to patent issues. Mr. Harris’s experience 
spans such diverse arts as polymer compositions, catalysts, and processing; pharmaceutical compositions and 
methods of treatment; petroleum exploration and refining; computer software, frameworks, and methods; 
mechanical devices, including oilfield tools, electromechanical devices, and medical devices; and business 
methods. Mr. Harris has also provided negotiation and counseling services as an N.F.L.P.A. registered contract 
advisor. 
 
Prior to joining the Firm, Mr. Harris worked as a litigator for the Wilmington, Delaware firm, Morris, Nichols, Arsht, 
and Tunnell, LLP, where he participated in numerous patent litigation matters concerning the representation of 
both patentees and alleged infringers. Mr. Harris also actively represented boards of directors, special committees, 
and shareholders of Delaware corporations in litigation involving direct and derivative shareholder actions, 
challenges to corporate control, and other actions involving the Delaware General Corporation Law. 
 
Mr. Harris is a member of the Texas State Bar, the Delaware State Bar, and is admitted to practice before the 
United States District Court for the District of Delaware and the United States Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit. Mr. Harris is also registered to practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 
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Patents Intellectual Property Agreements  

Trademarks & Domain Disputes Counseling, Opinions & Diligence  
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J.D., cum laude, 2002 
The Pennsylvania State University Dickinson School of Law 
Order of Barristers 
The Penn State International Law Review, Senior Editor 
National Appellate Moot Court Team, Captain  
 
M.Ed., Educational Administration, 1998 
University of North Texas 
 
B.A., Biology, 1992 
Texas A&M University 
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• Delaware State Bar Association  
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• Geoffrey R. Scott, et al., Rising to the Challenge: The Transition From College to Professional Football (2005) 

• The Iakovos Tsakalidis Dispute Between the Phoenix Suns and Greek AEK Before the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport,19 Dick. J. Int’l. L. 531 
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Jerry V. Walker has expertise in the areas of inorganic and bioinorganic chemistry, molecular biology, 
enzymology, protein purification, computational biology, gene therapy and structural biology. 
 
Before joining the firm, Dr. Walker was a postdoctoral research associate in the Department of Molecular 
Pharmacology at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital where her research centered on elucidating 
mechanisms of drug action with an aim of designing new and more therapeutically effective anticancer 
and antibacterial agents. Specifically, Dr. Walker’s research focused on the mechanism of action of anti-
topoisomerase targeting drugs by evaluating mutations in topoisomerase II utilizing yeast model systems. 
Dr. Walker’s graduate research was in the area of marine bioinorganic chemistry with an emphasis on 
transition metal catalysts. Dr. Walker was also a UNCF-MERCK postdoctoral research award recipient. 
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