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Roadmap 

1)  Overview of Intellectual Property 

2)  Focus on Patent Law 

3)  Why you need to know about Intellectual Property 

4)  Case study: chew on this! 
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United States Constitution Art. 1 § 8:  
Patent and Copyright Clause 

[The Congress shall have power] “To promote the 
progress of science and useful arts, by securing 
for limited times to authors and inventors the 
exclusive right to their respective writings and 
discoveries.” 

 

Overview of Intellectual Property 
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Patents	
   Trademarks	
  

Trade	
  
Secrets	
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Overview of Intellectual Property 
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Patents: gives owner right to exclude others from making, using, selling, offering to 
sell, or importing invention 
 
Trademarks: word, name, symbol, design, slogan, sound, color, product shape, 
scent, etc. which identifies and distinguishes goods and services of one seller/
manufacturer from those of another 
 
Copyrights: original work of authorship that has been fixed in any tangible  
medium of expression (ex. article, lab notebook, thesis, photograph) 
 
Trade Secrets: proprietary information used in business which gives owner 
competitive advantage (ex. manufacturing processes and formulas, like Coca Cola 
recipe) 

Overview of Intellectual Property 
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•  A patent provides a right to exclude others from making, using, 
offering for sale, or selling the invention throughout the United States 
or importing the invention into the United States for 20 years from 
the date an application for a patent was filed in the United States. 35 
USC 154. 

•  A patent does NOT give owner right to make, use, or sell invention 
•  U.S. patents can cover compositions of matter, formulations, 

devices, methods of manufacturing, and designs 
 

Patent Rights 
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•  Most countries require “absolute novelty,” where patent 
application is on file before any public disclosure 

•  One year grace period for filing U.S. patent application 
after sale, public use, or publication of product by 
inventor 

•  Safest Option – do not show invention before filing a 
U.S. provisional patent application 

•  This establishes the U.S. filing date – but is not substantively reviewed 

 
 

Patent Rights 
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Intellectual Property is the cornerstone of every business.  
It provides the hook, the distinguishing feature, which 
sets it apart from competitors. 
 
1)  Intellectual Property attorney/agent/liaison 
2)  Scientist 
 

Why you need to know about Intellectual Property 
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BREAK FOR CASE STUDY 
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Case study: 
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Case study: initial claim 
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Case study: EP claim (intended to grant) 
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Case study: US claim (abandoned) 
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Thank you for your attention! 


