
Welcome to 
GradFund
An introduction to our 
services for graduate 
students



External funding

Key factors: academic preparation 
and background, stage of study, 
career goals, area of study.

Types of support: research grants 
and fellowships; writing fellowships; 
grants for travel, language study, or 
specialized training.



Grants vs. fellowships

Grants provide support for 
research-related expenses.

Fellowships provide support for 
living expenses.



GradFund services



Our mission

As an SGS service, our mission is to 
help students identify and apply for 
extramural funding.

Since our founding in 2000, we have 
helped Rutgers graduate students 
win approx. $100 million in external 
support.



Our core services

Individual meetings

Award database, social 
media, and blog

Mentoring programs

Workshops and 
presentations



Virtual advising 
appointments

Planning Meeting: to become familiar with 
the tools and resources needed to navigate 
the external funding landscape.

Help with a Funder: to learn more about the 
funder's review process and how to best frame your 
research and plans to the funder's goals.

Application Review: to review application 
materials for one award application.









GradFund Resources

GradFund space on RU Connect 
with additional resources including 
guides, webinars and sample 
proposals
Beta deployment Fall 2020 –
GradFund Resources on Teams to 
connect with the GradFund Advising 
Team and other graduate students.



GradFund Resources on Teams: Click to Join

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/team/19%3a16bb341b49a74df2a380d55257eb3d62%40thread.tacv2/conversations?groupId=d2677f3c-2e0c-4f4e-a0f2-096a5ec6459e&tenantId=b92d2b23-4d35-4470-93ff-69aca6632ffe


GradFund Webinar Series–
Fall 2020

Synchronous and asynchronous 
opportunities throughout the 
semester.

Scan the code to access the full 
schedule.



Navigating Pivot



Pivot introduction

Powerful database from 
ProQuest

Advanced search 
features

Weekly award alerts by 
email

Near-term and long-
term planning





Next steps

1 Visit the GradFund Digital 
Resources 

2 Plan to attend our webinars 
in real time or on your own 
schedule

3 Set up Pivot account and 
create your profile

4
Schedule an appointment to 
learn how to search for 
funding or receive guidance 
on a specific application



Q&A


