
PROCEDURE FOR DEFERRING PUBLICATION OF DISSERTATIONS 
 

On occasion, there are good reasons to defer the moment at which completed dissertations are 
made publicly available, whether through placement on the open shelves of the library or online. 
The Graduate School - New Brunswick reserves the right to judge whether any request to do this 
is justified. In those cases where such a request is deemed to be justified (e.g., when a patentable 
invention is presented in the dissertation), the following procedure will be followed. Normally, 
the student will be allowed to defer publication for a period of one year. Exceptions to this may 
be approved by the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs. 
 
Student should present their requests to the Graduate School-New Brunswick in writing. If a 
decision is made to honor the request, the Graduate School will inform the Library that the 
dissertation is not to be published until a specific date, which may be any date up to one year 
after submission of the final copy of the dissertation. The Library may, with the permission of 
the student, make copies of the dissertation available to individuals upon request, but the text 
will not be listed in the catalogue or put on open shelves. 


