Responsible Conduct of Research Training Policy for Rutgers School of Graduate Studies
Rutgers University School of Graduate Studies offers an annual Ethical Scientific Conduct course (https://grad.rutgers.edu/academics/academic-enrichment-programs/responsible-conduct-research-training) for the purposes of Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) training that is compliant with NIH requirements.  The duration of the course is for one semester and participants are required to attend a minimum of eleven, one-hour weekly meetings.  The subject matter of the course addresses the following topics: conflict of interest – personal, professional, and financial – and conflict of commitment, in allocating time, effort, or other research resources; policies regarding human subjects, live vertebrate animal subjects in research, and safe laboratory practices; mentor/mentee responsibilities and relationships; safe research environments (e.g., those that promote inclusion and are free of sexual, racial, ethnic, disability and other forms of discriminatory harassment); collaborative research, including collaborations with industry and investigators and institutions in other countries; peer review, including the responsibility for maintaining confidentiality and security in peer review; data acquisition and analysis; laboratory tools (e.g., tools for analyzing data and creating or working with digital images); recordkeeping practices, including methods such as electronic laboratory notebooks; secure and ethical data use; data confidentiality, management, sharing, and ownership; research misconduct and policies for handling misconduct; responsible authorship and publication; the scientist as a responsible member of society, contemporary ethical issues in biomedical research, and the environmental and societal impacts of scientific research. The format of the course is weekly meetings conducted as a large group lecture for 25 min followed by small group (~10 students/group) discussion of cases for 25 min.  Faculty participation includes both the large group lecture conducted by an expert in the field who is affiliated with Rutgers University and the small groups facilitated by Rutgers faculty actively conducting research who represent each of our biomedical graduate programs.  The large lectures can have assistance as necessary from regulatory experts from the schools and are video captured to allow for review.  Graduate students register and receive one credit for completion of the requirements. To allow for additional frequency of instruction fellows and others are provided a certificate of completion after attendance at a minimum of eleven meetings.  F33 and K award recipients at Rutgers can either take the class themselves and/or lead small group sessions.  Initial training is required for all first year graduate students as well as for postdoctoral fellows on training grants who have not completed a course in RCR in graduate school.  RCR training is required at least once per education stage and no less than once every 4 years.  To this end, refresher training is required for all fifth year graduate students and postdoctoral fellows on training grants who have completed a course in RCR in graduate school. Refresher training consists of 8 hours of small group case discussion lead by faculty.  

