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David Cragin – Career Overview

Risk assessment is the main theme

Training

- PhD, Pharmacology & Toxicology, U. of California, Davis; BS, Zoology, U. of Rhode Island

- Board-certified American Board of Toxicology

Career

- Exxon Mobil Biomedical Sciences

- ICF Kaiser (consulting)

- Arkema (French-owned chemical company)

- Merck & Co., In EHS & Quality

- Teva Pharmaceutical, Product Science;  Environment, Health, Safety & Sustainability

Academic (Adjunct)

University of the Sciences, Philadelphia (now St. Josephs), Taught “Risk assessment, Critical thinking and 
Health” for the “Health Policy” program.

Peking University, teach risk assessment related to drug quality for the “International Program in 
Engineering Management”

Beijing Normal University, teach “Environmental Risk Assessment” for the “School of Environmental 
Sciences” 
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Current Role: Product Science

- Health-Based exposure Limits:
- Occupational Exposure Limits to protect employees

- Determines the level of engineering controls & PPE needed
- Acceptable Daily Exposures (ADEs) to protect patients

- Used by Quality for cleaning validation & risk assessments

- Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) of Teva produced Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients & Drug 
Products

- Used for worker safety & to support shipping of products

- Ad hoc questions on toxicology & chemical exposure

- Predicted No Effect Concentrations (PNECs)
- Used to assess the effect of pharmaceuticals in the environment

- Support ESG reports
- Questions on EU REACH and other regulated chemicals

- EHS&S Academy
- Arrange educational talks for employees 
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Environment, Health, Safety & Sustainability
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▪ The amount an individual can be exposed to daily for life that is unlikely to cause adverse 

health effects (EMA, 2014, PIC/s 2018). 

▪ The goal is to protect patients and employees from possible undesirable health effects from 

an unintended exposure. 

▪ Promote risk communication and recommend preventive actions, in collaboration with 

industrial hygienists and clinical/nonclinical safety teams.







Career Advice

- Luck is when opportunity meets preparation
- Constantly build skills

- Look at job postings well before graduation

- Fill in gaps

- Enhance your presentation skills

- www.toastmasters.org (international non-profit speaking & leadership org)

- Help others & build your network
- “Bring people with positive energy into your inner circle. If those around you 

are enthusiastic, authentic, and generous, you will be, too”  
- from:  https://hbr.org/2011/07/managing-yourself-a-smarter-way-to-network

- Become a volunteer in a professional organization

- Develop leadership skills & show interpersonal skills & teamworking ability

- Invest time in your LinkedIn profile & resume
- Brainstorm with friends
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