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1 Grants, fellowships, 
scholarships: what are they? 



Internal and external

Internal funding includes Rutgers support, 
such as funding from your graduate 
program

External funding includes support from 
non-Rutgers funders



External funding

Key factors: academic preparation and 
background, stage of study, career goals, 
area of study.

Types of support: research grants and 
fellowships; writing fellowships; grants for 
travel, or specialized training.



Grants and fellowships

Grants provide support for 
research-related expenses.

Fellowships provide support for 
living expenses.



The Application Timeline

Apply the year before you need 
funding

Many of the deadlines fall between 
September and December, annually

Begin to develop your application 6 
months before the deadline

6



An Example:  
Fellowship Application Timeline

Summer

Prepare application 
materials

Fall

Application deadline 
season

Spring

Award notification

Fall

Start fellowship tenure
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Find opportunities that meet 
your needs

Consider fit for each funding 
opportunity

Compare benefits provided versus your 
needs

Create a schedule for 
applying to funding

Think about timing- deadlines, review 
process, dispersion of funds

Reflect on workload- ensure adequate 
time/ energy to craft a competitive 
application

Devise a timeline for each 
funding opportunity

Start process early 

Review application 
logistics/components

Build in time for feedback/revisions

Building Your Funding Plan
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3 GradFund services



Our mission

As an SGS service, our 
mission is to help graduate 
students identify and 
apply for extramural, 
merit-based  funding
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GradFund Peer Mentoring

Experience applying for funding
Trained to be graduate-level peer 

mentors

Trained in best practices in funding 
advising

Trained in reading across the disciplines

GradFund Fellowship Advisors
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Our core services

Individual meetings

Digital resources

Mentoring programs

Workshops and 
presentations



Individual advising 
appointments

Planning Meeting: to become familiar with the 
tools and resources needed to navigate 
the external funding landscape.

Help with a Funder: to learn more about the funder's 
review process and how to best frame your research and 
plans to the funder's goals.

Application Review: to review application materials 
for one award application.



How to schedule an individual 
appointment

Go to my.rutgers.edu to book an appointment

Find the GradFund widget on dashboard, click on 
“Schedule an Advising Appointment”
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http://my.rutgers.edu/


How to navigate WCOnline
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GradFund Self-Paced Guide to Grants and 
Fellowships Canvas Course

To gain access enroll through 
this 
link: https://rutgers.instructur
e.com/enroll/6T9G48

Includes modules that will 
walk you step by step 
through the process of 
applying to external 
fellowships and grants

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frutgers.instructure.com%2Fenroll%2F6T9G48&data=04%7C01%7Ctyler.carson%40rutgers.edu%7C111994bfb35c4016502a08d9461d7140%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637617914546988942%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xhnRzthaT%2FvhJoyk5w5b94lFE2ciucPp5U2nNgOt%2FRk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frutgers.instructure.com%2Fenroll%2F6T9G48&data=04%7C01%7Ctyler.carson%40rutgers.edu%7C111994bfb35c4016502a08d9461d7140%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637617914546988942%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xhnRzthaT%2FvhJoyk5w5b94lFE2ciucPp5U2nNgOt%2FRk%3D&reserved=0


5 How to
Search for
Funding
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Where to find external funding

Ask advisors and/or graduate program director about possible 
funding opportunities

Professional organizations/societies

Funding databases
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Navigating Pivot



Pivot introduction

Powerful database from 
ProQuest

Advanced search features

Weekly award alerts by 
email

Near-term and long-term 
planning





Office of Research Pivot 
Workshop Video

https://research.rutgers.edu/private-videos/pivot-training-video-october-27-2022
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https://research.rutgers.edu/private-videos/pivot-training-video-october-27-2022


Databases available from 
peer graduate schools 



University of Chicago

https://grad.uchicago.edu/fellowships/fellowships-database/
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https://grad.uchicago.edu/fellowships/fellowships-database/


UCLA

https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/#/
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https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/


University of Illinois
https://apps.grad.illinois.edu/fellowship-finder/ 
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https://apps.grad.illinois.edu/fellowship-finder/


Federal Databases

https://www.grants.gov/ — database for federal grants

https://orise.orau.gov/internships-
fellowships/graduates.html — Oak Ridge Institute for 
Science and Education database for federal STEM fellowships 
and internships
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https://www.grants.gov/
https://orise.orau.gov/internships-fellowships/graduates.html
https://orise.orau.gov/internships-fellowships/graduates.html


Next steps

1 Use the information from this 
presentation to begin to map out 
your funding landscape – schedule 
a Planning Meeting.

2
If you have identified an award, 
schedule a Help with a Funder or 
Application Review appointment.

3Visit the GradFund website and 
Canvas site to explore available 
resources and start looking for 
funding opportunities
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Set up a Pivot account 
and create your profile to 
continue looking for funding 
opportunities

4

Register for a GradFund 
workshop or webinar
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Q&A



Links

•GradFund email: fellowship_advisor@gradfund.rutgers.edu

•Rutgers portal: https://my.rutgers.edu/portal/

•Self-Paced Canvas Course: https://rutgers.instructure.com/enroll/6T9G48

•How to schedule a GradFund meeting: https://gradfund.rutgers.edu/2023/05/how-do-i-schedule-confirm-my-meeting-with-gradfund/

•GradFund website and database: https://gradfund.rutgers.edu/

•Pivot database: https://pivot.proquest.com

•Office of Research Pivot Workshop Video: https://research.rutgers.edu/private-videos/pivot-training-video-october-27-2022

•UChicago database: https://grad.uchicago.edu/fellowships/fellowships-database/

•UCLA database: https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/#/

•U of Illinois database: https://apps.grad.illinois.edu/fellowship-finder/

•ORISE: https://orise.orau.gov/internships-fellowships/graduates.html

•Grants.gov: https://www.grants.gov/

mailto:fellowship_advisor@gradfund.rutgers.edu
https://my.rutgers.edu/portal/
https://rutgers.instructure.com/enroll/6T9G48
https://gradfund.rutgers.edu/2023/05/how-do-i-schedule-confirm-my-meeting-with-gradfund/
https://gradfund.rutgers.edu/
https://pivot.proquest.com/
https://research.rutgers.edu/private-videos/pivot-training-video-october-27-2022
https://grad.uchicago.edu/fellowships/fellowships-database/
https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/
https://apps.grad.illinois.edu/fellowship-finder/
https://orise.orau.gov/internships-fellowships/graduates.html
https://www.grants.gov/
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