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PRINCETON MD/PhD PRE-ROTATION APPROVAL FORM 
Instructions: Student routes form to PI and then to Princeton co-director. Students rotating in a PNI lab also route form to NEU MD/PhD Program Director. This fully completed and signed form must be submitted by the student to Melissa A. DiMeglio (md20@princeton.edu; Lewis Thomas Lab, room 119b) at least one month before the rotation start date. 
 
Student name:   
Lab rotation # (1, 2, or 3):  	 
Princeton rotation dates:  ~June 1st - July 15th 
· ~June 20th - July 22nd 
· ~April 11th - May 13th 
Name and department of the PI in whose laboratory you will rotate: 
 

Princeton MD/PhD program home department:  MOL  PNI 
 
For students rotating in a Princeton lab, sign below to confirm that you have read and understand the selection process, outlined on page two of this form. 
 
 

Signature of student 
 

The PI attests that adequate funding resources are available to support the student for up to four years. Princeton University and the home department do not provide tuition or stipend for MD/PhD students. 
Approved by PI in whose laboratory student will rotate: 
 

Signature of PI 
 

Approved by Princeton co-director: 
 

Signature - Daniel A. Notterman 
 

For rotations in PNI labs only - Approved by NEU MD/PhD program director: 
 

Signature - Samuel S. Wang 
Selection process for MD/PhD students who choose a lab at Princeton for their PhD 
 
1. All graduate students at Rutgers or Princeton must have PI approval to start a laboratory rotation or join the laboratory for their PhD dissertation. 
2. When a student secures agreement from a PI for a Princeton rotation, they will submit a pre-rotation form that should indicate that they understand that there is a selection process and that they have read the procedure details. 
3. A post-rotation form should include a formative evaluation of the student’s performance by the PI that will be shared with the student. The form should clearly indicate whether the PI would take the student into their lab provided there is adequate funding, space, and satisfactory completion of M1-M2. 
4. On May 10, students who wish to join a Princeton lab must submit a ranking of at least two labs in which they wish to do their PhD work (minimum of 1 each at Rutgers and Princeton). 
5. If the number of students who rank a Princeton lab as their first choice exceeds the limit set by Princeton Graduate School (3 for MOL, 2 for PNI, not interchangeable), a committee will be convened to discuss and recommend placement. 
a. Committee members: All Princeton faculty who have been selected, the MD/PhD leadership team and the head of the Molecular Biology and Neuroscience Graduate Programs graduate programs). 
b. This meeting will be used to discuss distribution of students in accordance with Princeton policies on the MD/PhD student placement. Strengths, weaknesses, and alternate choice(s) of the students will also be discussed. 
6. The final determination of placement will be made by the Princeton MD/PhD program director, based on the recommendation of the committee. 
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